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Europe wide database CLEANTOOL gathers momentum as it approaches it’s seventh year:
- new and competent partners
- improved design
- greatly increased number of page accesses
The individual requirements of the companies are the guiding principle for selection and search of processes in the cleaning database CLEANTOOL. Users can also have the selected processes evaluated and compared using various different criteria from the fields of technology, quality, occupational safety and health, environment and costs.
CLEANTOOL is a Europe wide database for industrial parts cleaning, based on real processes recorded in numerous European metal companies. The presented cleaning methods as well as the used equipment and the cleaning agents are well tried. Experts view them as best practice regarding the respective cleaning task. 

The project started in 2001. Three years later the database was made publicly accessible under www.cleantool.org. After the finance from the EU ran out the continued maintenance was solely taken over by the Cooperation Centre Hamburg, who also adapted software and website to the technologic progress and entered new cleaning processes.
In 2007 two very experienced and renowned partners joined the Cleantool team:

· In September the French National Institute for Research and Safety, INRS took over the maintainance of the French pages and processes.

· in October The Spanish Trade Union Institute for Work, Environment and Health, ISTAS took over the maintenance of the Spanish pages and processes.

Both partners will also bring in their expertise in cleaning technology and provide new cleaning processes in cooperation with companies.

Meanwhile Cleantool received a complete new and modern design also providing enhanced user friendliness:

· The website pages navigation has become clearer.

· The data search has been simplified and the search words have been put into a clearer structure. 
· The processes are now presented in an easier comprehendible manner.
· The questionnaire for the process recording has been modified to allow a faster documentation of the cleaning methods by the technicians. 
· Meanwhile we also permit equipment or agent producers to hand in processes but check their data at the face.
The number of webpage visitors per month has increased from about 2,000 to 20,000 and that of the page accesses from 3,500 to 60,000. This proves that an information system like Cleantool is urgently needed so that small and medium companies can find a reliable orientation in a very complicated market.
Supplemental information:

The Kooperationsstelle Hamburg is a department of the Behörde für Wissenschaft und Forschung der Freien und Hansestadt Hamburg (Ministry of Science and Research of the Free, Hanseatic City of Hamburg). Our main focus are topics from the world of labour, mainly in the areas of health, safety and environmental protection in businesses. We also offer research for companies to identify alternative and reliable cleaning procedures.
Our aim is to strengthen and use the innovation potentials of businesses and employees through common projects, consultation and further services. 
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INRS, the French National Institute for Research and Safety is competent in the area of occupational risk prevention: protecting workers’ health and safety and preventing occupational accidents or diseases. Its missions include: anticipating needs (with studies and research programmes), raising awareness (via information products, prevention campaigns) and assistance (through technical guidance, information resources, training).
[image: image2.jpg].
ANrs




ISTAS, the Spanish Trade Union Institute for Work, Environment and Health, is a self-managed trade union’s technical foundation supported by the Spanish Trade Union Confederation CCOO to promote the improvement of working conditions, occupational health and safety and environmental protection in Spain.
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Klaus Kuhl

Screenshots Cleantool web and Cleantool database
See following pages
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Screenshot of the Cleantool homepage
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Screenshot of a database process





















